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Division 22:  Education Services, $250 119 000 - 
Mr G. Woodhams, Chairman. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough, Minister Assisting the Minister for Education and Training. 

Mr R.J. Strickland, Acting Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr T.L. Werner, Director, Higher Education and Legislative Review. 

Mr B. Parkin, Director, Non-government and International Education. 

Ms S. Bunic, Manager, Office of the Training Accreditation Council.   
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  On behalf of the member for Roe, I refer to the third dot point under “Significant Issues and 
Trends” on page 384.  Is the minister aware of the rejection of the application by the Anglican Church to 
establish a private secondary school in Esperance?  What will the minister do to reverse this decision in light of 
the fact that there are no alternative private secondary educational institutions in a major growth area for 500 
kilometres?   
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I am aware of it.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I knew the minister would be. 
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The matter was raised with me in Parliament a couple of weeks ago.  The matter 
is before an appeal process.  There is very little we can add to it at this point.  I am aware that the department’s 
assessment of this application is that this private school will impact on the existing high school numbers.  
Esperance is not seen presently as an area for student growth.  The view is that once we start pulling students 
away from an existing high school, it will diminish not only the numbers, but also the availability of services 
and, equally, the level of services that can be provided in the proposed new school. 
[4.00 pm] 
Mr R.J. Strickland:  As you may be aware, the minister is advised on this by a non-government school 
planning advisory committee, which includes the Association of Independent Schools, the Catholic Education 
Office and the Department of Education and Training.  It has an independent chair.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I will have to stop you there because time has concluded for this division. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


